
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS – INTERREG CENTRAL EUROPE 
 

1. Is there a limit on share of pilot activities in the project? 
There is no financial limit with regard to the share of the pilot activities. However, pilot actions 
according to their characteristic should be limited in its scope, therefore also financial size should 
be adjusted. For more information please refer to part B, section II.3 of the application manual. 
 

2. Is the financing of technical documentation for construction eligible? 
In case this is in line with the scope of the project and it is needed for its implementation it can be 
considered as eligible.  
 

3. Under which category falls in-house providing – staff costs or external expertise? 
Costs referring to project-related tasks sub-contracted by the beneficiaries to in-house bodies are 
eligible under external expertise and services costs BL as long as they are charged on a real costs 
basis – thus without any profit margin and they comply with the applicable public procurement 
provisions.  
 

4. Is there a condition for previous operating period for the applicant (for example, it should 
be established and operating for three years, or it can be less than a year)? 

There is no such limitation. However, please analyze the assessment criteria since the experience of 
the applicants is among the criteria which are to be fulfilled and will be assessed.  
 

5. If for the implementation of the project certain permits or agreements are required (for 
example building permit), do they have to be obtained before the first step? 
Considering of course that for example, construction is at all in line with defined objectives 
and results. 

In the application phase the partners should bear in mind that - where applicable - such agreements 
or permits will be required when the project will be approved. They do not have to specify a lot 
about the investment in the first step, more details on investments will be required in the second 
application step. 
 

6. Question related to specific project: preparation of technical documentation for special 
purpose harbours – eco marines. Is it eligible at all? And if yes, from the programme point of 
view, would it present an issue if the area would subsequently be subject to concessions in 
order to allow economic usage of harbours? As those areas are maritime property and it is 
not possible to gain ownership rights. 

It cannot be said in general whether such project would be relevant or not. It depends whether it 
fits into one of the SOs, ensuring also the transnational added value etc. Ownership issues refer just 
to the implementation of pilot investments.  
 

7. Are NGOs and similar associations eligible? Under which category they fall concerning legal 

status – private or public?  

 
In my opinion there is no dilemma – they are eligible.  
However, their ownership usually consists of private and public contributions, in different 
proportions. But in the application (as I understood), they should choose one of the two options 
– public or private. So the question is under which category they fall, does it depend on the 
share of ownership? 
Usually with this question they are referred from you back to us, however, I would appreciate 
some guidance with this. Would it be ok to say that if they do not contradict to any of 
defined requirements, they are eligible? 
 

The programme distinguishes only two types of beneficiaries, i.e. public and private bodies. Both 
categories are eligible, as you say. Public equivalent bodies are to be regarded as public bodies as 
soon as they respect the requirements listed under part B, chapter II.1.1 of the application manual 
(tip box). 
 
 
 

http://www.eudict.com/?lang=engcro&word=to%20be%20subject%20to%20concessions


8. Should 15% of co-financing be applied on each budget line, not on the total amount of 

declared costs? 

Croatian partner participating in the project receives the reimbursement of 85% of the total cost 
claimed; reimbursement is not related to each budget line separately. 
 

9. Do applicants and project partners have to own the infrastructure on which the financed 

works are performed?  

Ownership issues refer just to the implementation of pilot investments, as previously stated. 
 
Application manual, Section B II.3, pages 15 and 16 

 
Pilot actions can include pilot investments that represent small-scale interventions which contribute 
to the successful implementation of a pilot action thereby demonstrating the feasibility and 
effectiveness of a scheme (e.g. services, tools, methods or approaches) or investment.  
A pilot investment must have a demonstrating/model or pilot character and show a clear 
transnational effect being jointly strived for and evaluated by the partnership. Such successful 
demonstration is supposed to pave the way for subsequent large-scale investments within the 
regions participating in the project and beyond.  
Pilot investments can cover infrastructure and works (e.g. setting up ex-novo of a building or 
adapting existing infrastructure) as well as thematic equipment linked to the project activities (e.g. 
air quality monitoring equipment) – see chapter II.7.3 on budget line specifications.  
In addition to the characteristics applicable to pilot actions (as stated above), pilot investments 
have to comply with the following requirements:  
 

 Clear transnational effect and added value;  

 Clear contribution to project objectives and expected results;  

 Clear benefit for target groups;  

 Mutual learning of the whole partnership and transfer of experience to other stakeholders 

and regions, the transnational transfer of results should form part of the project;  

 Durability of investment (e.g. maintenance, financing) to be ensured after project end (for 

5 years following the final payment to the beneficiary);  

 Ownership of investment, to be retained with the responsible partner (in line with 

provisions of Article 71 of Regulation (EU) No. 1303/2013). If an investment consists of 

unmovable items, also the related investment site needs to be owned by and remain in 

the ownership of the respective partner;  

 Where applicable, it should be demonstrated that necessary authorisations by competent 

national/regional/local authorities (building permission) are already available or can be 

timely obtained therefore not hampering the realisation of the investment and therefore 

the overall project implementation;  

 Compliance with environmental policies and legislation (see chapter I.6 on horizontal 

principles).  

 
EXAMPLE  
A pilot investment could consist of small-scale renovations of public buildings in order to 
demonstrate the technical and economic feasibility of novel energy saving technologies and 
approaches. 
 
 


